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Comedian Kevin Pollak to perform at Keith-Albee
By ZACH HAUGHT

THE PARTHENON
Actor and comedian Kevin
Pollak will perform his standup Monday at the Keith-Albee
Performing Arts Center.
Pollak has made a name for
himself over the past three
decades performing stand-up
comedy, hosting a chat show
and starring in films such as
“A Few Good Men” and “The
Usual Suspects.”
Although it has been years
since Pollak’s last West Virginia performance, he said it
was a fantastic experience.

Information
technology
updates sweep
across campus
By ALYSSA SIMON

THE PARTHENON
Marshall
University’s
Information Technology Department provides a variety
of up-to-date services for
students and faculty to stay
connected.
A recent upgrade in
the wireless network has
opened up more wireless
for student use around campus. It is estimated that in
some cases there are three
wireless devices used per
student. The updated wireless service allows students
to connect faster from their
multiple devices.
Marshall supports an
abundance of technologies
and provides iPads, digital cameras and laptops for
students to check out at
the circulation desk of John
Deaver Drinko Library. Students are able to rent these
systems and use them for
their convenience.
Jan Fox, senior vice
president of information
technology and chief information officer, said she
believes successful students
are made if they have access
to technology.
Fox said with the recent
upgrades in technology students need to have access
so they can “level the playing field” when searching for
jobs.
The goal of the IT department is to make the resources
available for students and
faculty.
A recent web redesign has
made the use of Blackboard
and other programs related
to the university more userfriendly for those using iPads.
An upgrade to Office 365
has given students web and
PowerPoint access when
using their Marshall email
accounts.
Ashley Westbrook, junior
communication disorders
major from Parkersburg,
W.Va., said she is thankful for
the amount of technology
that is available to students
at Marshall.
“I think Marshall supplies
us with endless amounts
of technological resources
that we’re always welcome
to use,” Westbrook said. “I
always find myself using
computer labs that come
with preloaded programs
that we don’t usually have
on our own PCs.”

See UPDATES | Page 5

“I had a good time. People
were just super genuine and
nice and for the most part I
found in my time there in the
past to be great,” Pollak said.
Pollak likened his style of
stand-up comedy to his recent
book, “How I Slept My Way to
the Middle.”
“A lot of what the act is
now is telling firsthand anecdotes of meeting these people
over the years,” Pollak said.
“Not just doing Christopher
Walken, but telling the story
of meeting him and him liking the impression and how

surreal it is to meet somebody
like that.”
Pollak’s
impression
of
Walken is a top hit on Google
and has spawned the podcast
“Talkin Walkin,” in which Pollak speaks only as Christopher
Walken.
“It’s got to be a whole like
possession for me. I got to
kind of become possessed by
the character, so it’s pretty ridiculous,” Pollak said.
Pollak said he discovered
his love for comedy at age
10 when his parents brought
home a comedy album.

“I became completely infatuated with how it made my
parents laugh in a way I hadn’t
seen them laugh before,” Pollak said. “So like any kid, I
wanted to be the one making
them laugh.”
While Pollak became interested in comedy at age 10,
he said his impersonations,
which are a large part of his
act, came along much later.
“We did the high school
football coach first and he
didn’t think it was funny and
pretty much threatened me,
so I realized I should probably

do famous people from movies,” Pollak said. “They might
not be able to find me and
hurt me, not knowing that I
would eventually work with
them in movies.”
Pollak is currently in postproduction of his documentary
“Misery Loves Comedy” and
will star in “A Country Christmas” later this year. He will
also star in a film with Cheyenne Jackson of NBC’s “30
Rock” and Christopher Lloyd
of “Back to the Future.”

See POLLAK | Page 5
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Have
wheels,
will
travel
SAMUEL SPECIALE | THE PARTHENON

Two-year old Enzo Peck of Huntington
rides his tricycle around the basketball
courts during Bike Bash on Saturday
at Rotary Park in Huntington.

-Student Resource Services-

SRC seminar to educate on
class scheduling process
By MASON BEUHRING

THE PARTHENON
Students at Marshall
University are close to the
end of fall semester, which
means scheduling for the
spring semester is around
the corner.
To help students avoid
the stresses of worrying
about how to schedule,
when to schedule, and even
whom their adviser is, the
Student Resource Center,
located at the top of the
Memorial Student Center, is
advising students about the
process of scheduling.
The SRC will have an
event, Who’s My Advisor,
taking place in the lobby of
the Student Center at 8 a.m.
Tuesday.
Michelle Barbour, SRC
career adviser, said this
event is taking place for
students, primarily freshman students, to come and
learn whom their adviser
is, how to connect with
their adviser, and begin
preparation for the spring
semester.

SRC staff will work the
event, catering to students’
scheduling needs. These
needs include how to navigate Marshall’s student
intranet, MyMU, the dates
students can register, and
the name and contact information of their adviser.
“Registration starts for
seniors on Nov. 11,” Matthew James, SRC senior
resource specialist, said.
“We want to get ahead of the
game so students can start
making appointments with
their advisers, because the
advisers are going to start
getting booked.”
James said many students
are not familiar with the
scheduling and advising
process, and do not understand the frustrations that
can occur for students, particularly first-year students,
who are unfamiliar with the
scheduling interface.
“All first-year students
have a mandatory advising
hold, which many students
don’t realize until the night
they can register,” James

said. “Then they are kind of
out of luck until they can get
the hold lifted at 8 o’clock
the next day.”
James said the SRC staff
wants students attending
Marshall to know there are
resources and general advisers available on campus
that can help a student have
a successful academic career, and that he wants to
see students to utilize those
resources.
Although the event will
take place Tuesday, the
SRC staff invites students
to come to the SRC during their office hours for
any advising or scheduling
questions. The staff function as general advisers for
students and can help students with their four-year
plans. For further inquiry of
the SRC students can schedule an appointment with an
SRC staff member or walkin and wait for the next
available adviser.
Mason Beuhring can be
contacted at beuhring@
marshall.edu.

Velvet Underground
leader, rock pioneer
Lou Reed dies at 71
By GREG KOT

CHICAGO TRIBUNE (MCT)
Lou Reed never had the
prominence or commercial
sales of 1960s peers such as
the Beatles or Bob Dylan, his
only major commercial hit was
“Walk on the Wild Side.” But his
influence was just as vast, if not
more so. Punk, post-punk and
most strains of underground
music of the past 40 years
would not exist without the
one-of-a-kind merger of music
and words pioneered by Reed
and his groundbreaking band,
the Velvet Underground.
Reed died Sunday at 71
in Southampton, N.Y., of an
ailment related to a liver transplant he underwent in May, his
literary agent said.
He leaves behind one of the
most profound musical legacies
of any 20th century artist. His
lyrics suggested a new kind of
street poetry, at once raw and
literary. His music _conceived
with John Cale, Sterling Morrison and Maureen Tucker in the
Velvet Underground _ merged
primitivism with sophisticated
avant garde ideas. The Velvets
made four landmark studio
albums before crumbling in

1970, each a template for the
underground music to follow.
The artists in their debt include
R.E.M., David Bowie, the Sex
Pistols, the Talking Heads, Roxy
Music, U2 and Patti Smith, and
stretch from Iceland (Bjork) to
South America (Os Mutantes).
In an interview with the
Tribune in 1990, Roxy Music
founder Brian Eno reiterated
his famous remark about the
Velvets: “Only a few thousand
people bought the first Velvet Underground album, but
every one of them formed a
band”_and embellished it: “I
should know. I was one of those
people.”
In a 1992 interview with
the Chicago Tribune, Reed explained his daring mix of high
and low art. He only wanted
nothing to do with the middlebrow territory occupied by
most rock music in the ‘60s and
beyond.
“I was an English major in college (Syracuse University), for
chrissakes,” Reed said. “I ought
to be able to put together a good
lyric at the very least. It would
be embarrassing if I couldn’t.

See REED | Page 5
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Visiting professor draws crowd at da Vinci lecture
By ALYSSA SIMON

THE PARTHENON
The Marshall University Honors
College, the Phi Kappa Phi Honors
Society and the Office of the Provost
hosted the fourth annual da Vinci Lecture Friday.
Janna Levin, a physics and astronomy professor at Barnard College of
Columbia University, spoke about her

Chemical weapons
agency says Syrian
plan met deadline

experiments in arts and sciences and
how the two fields could be related to
each other.
Levin showed examples of difference pieces of art and showed how
they related to science. She also
brought examples of calculations she
has worked on and explained what
goes on in the lab she works in in
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Levin is a decorated writer and
astrophysicist, and her work has received multiple awards such as the
PEN/Bingham Prize. In 2012, she was
named the Guggenheim Fellow.
Levin said she believes a series of
steps brought her to where she is today, and she chose her field of study
because it did not matter whom you
were or where you were coming from.

She said she could never walk away
from science because it “feels good
and soothes the mind.”
Kyle Wilson, senior forensic chemistry major from Severn, Md., said he
enjoyed Levin’s lecture because it was
unexpected.
“The lecture was about bridging two
fields usually kept separate, science and
art,” Wilson said. “It’s incredible to see

Video game brawl at the christian center
Hundreds of Marshall students compete in ‘biggest’ video game tournament in Huntington

By PATRICK J. MCDONNELL

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
The Syrian government has met
an international deadline to submit a detailed declaration of its
chemical weapons facilities and a
plan to destroy the nation’s toxic
arsenal, the group overseeing the
disarmament process said Sunday.
Syria had until Sunday to present its declaration and the related
proposal for destruction to the
Organization for the Prohibition
of Chemical Weapons, the Haguebased organization supervising
the elimination of Syria’s chemical stockpiles. Syria had already
provided an initial inventory of its
chemical sites, but the new filing is
considered more comprehensive
and detailed.
In a news release, the OPCW
said Sunday that Syria had submitted the required documentation
on Thursday. The statement did
not come as a surprise. OPCW officials have repeatedly praised
Syria for its cooperation and had
predicted that the Oct. 27 deadline
would be met.
No details of the Syrian government’s submission were made
public.
In general, the OPCW said, such
declarations “provide the basis
on which plans are devised for
a systematic, total and verified
destruction of declared chemical weapons and production
facilities.”
Syria’s plan for destruction will
now go before the OPCW’s executive council for consideration, the
agency said.
International inspectors have
been in Syria since Oct. 1 in the
start of a United Nations-backed
mission to destroy Syria’s chemical stockpiles by mid-2014.
The OPCW faces a Friday
deadline to end Syria’s ability to
produce chemical weapons. Inspectors have been working to
render inoperable all equipment
needed to mix and fill chemical
agents into munitions. Officials
say they have made considerable
progress and expect to meet Friday’s deadline.
Inspectors in Syria have already
visited 19 of the 23 chemical
weapons sites initially identified
by Syrian authorities, the international agency says. Several sites
are reported to be near conflict
zones and may require limited
cease-fires to enable access for
technical personnel, according to
the OPCW, which was awarded the
2013 Nobel Peace Prize for its disarmament work.
A considerable amount of
equipment — including unarmed
missile warheads, bombs and mixing and filling machinery — has
already been destroyed, mostly
using low-tech equipment such as
sledgehammers, chain saws and
bulldozers, the OPCW has said.
The more complex task —
the destruction of actual toxic
agents — lies ahead. Authorities are considering a number of
options, including incineration.
Whether the material will be all be
destroyed in Syria or will be transported outside the country for
elimination remains unclear.

people merging the two and making extraordinary things from their union.”
Levin said she plans to continue
writing and doing fun stuff for a little while. She said she encourages
students to invest in what they are
working on now so they can see what
happens.
Alyssa Simon can be contacted at
simon26@marshall.edu.

Republicans call for
Sebelius’ head over
health care website
By JOSEPH TANFANI

COLTON JEFFRIES | THE PARTHENON

Marshall University students play video games at the Campus Christian Center, Friday, for the sixth annual Brawl-A-Thon.
By COLTON JEFFRIES

THE PARTHENON
During an average Friday night,
Marshall University is abuzz with
activity, mostly students ready to celebrate the end of the week by going
to local clubs, bars or parties with
friends. With it being so near Halloween, there were several people in
all kinds of colorful costumes around
campus as well. However, there was
another place on campus alive with
activity Friday. The sixth annual
Brawl-A-Thon drew a crowd of excited gamers at the Campus Christian
Center.
Started in 2007, Brawl-A-Thon,
rightfully boasts to be the biggest
video game tournament in Huntington, bringing hundreds of people
from across campus and Huntington.
This year was no different.
Walking into the Campus Christian
Center, one was greeted by a storm of
activity. Televisions were everywhere
with all kinds of consoles attached.

From the relatively new Nintendo
Wii systems all the way back to the
old Super Nintendo systems many
may remember playing when they
were younger.
While Brawl-A-Thon gave gamers
a chance to play with a larger community, the event also let attendees
compete against each other in tournaments based on games. The biggest
one was for the fighting game Super
Smash Brothers Brawl, which went
from 8 p.m. until 1 a.m. The event catered to people who wanted to play
alone as well as having a doubles
tournament afterwards.
Brawl-A-Thon also had a tournament for the popular racing game
Mario Kart, as well as a short tournament for Pokémon.
The people who placed in the top
two were given an assortment of
prizes, such as posters, T-shirts, cardboard boxes of their favorite games
and gift cards to GameStop.
Even though the event was at

the Campus Christian Center, people from all different religions and
creeds were welcome, a fact that
people running the event were quick
to emphasize. It was also a fact that
many people attending the event
were thankful for, such as Katherine
Endicott, winner of the Mario Kart
tournament.
“I think it’s a really good idea to get
a lot of gamers together and just have
a good time,” Endicott said.
Chris Matovich, the winner of the
Super Smash Brothers Brawl singles
tournament, was in his fifth year going to the event.
“It’s pretty fun, Huntington
doesn’t normally have things like
this, and for this to be at Marshall,
it’s nice that Marshall can offer a
little bit of everything to everyone,”
Matovich said.
Brawl-A-Thon is set to come back
to Marshall in October next year.
Colton Jeffries can be contacted
at jeffries17@marshall.edu.

TRIBUNE WASHINGTON BUREAU
(MCT)
Promising to press investigations into what went wrong,
congressional Republicans on
Sunday said that Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen
Sebelius should leave over the
website problems that have crippled the rollout of the Affordable
Care Act.
“The president has been poorly
served in the implementation of
his own signature legislation,” said
Rep. Darrell Issa, R-Calif., chairman of the House Oversight and
Government Reform Committee.
“If she cannot reorganize to
get the kind of team in consistently to meet his agenda, then
she shouldn’t be there,” said
Issa, speaking on CBS’s “Face the
Nation.”
To congressional Republicans
battered by public disapproval
of their government-shutdown
strategy, the bungled design of
the program’s website is providing an opportunity to resume
the offensive against the Obama
administration and the national
health-care law.
The website that was supposed
to be the main entryway for users,
Healthcare.gov, has been plagued
with long delays and errors in
transmitting data to insurance
companies. President Barack
Obama named Jeffey Zients, deputy budget director, to supervise
an overhaul; Zients has pledged
that the site will be working well
by the end of November.
Issa said Sunday that he would
press for why the website was
changed to require users to create an account before they could
check the prices on the insurance exchanges. In a letter to the

See HEALTH CARE | Page 5

Delta Zeta gets messy at annual Turtle Tug
By ANDREA STEELE

THE PARTHENON
Although the sun shined on Buskirk
Field Saturday, the weather was anything but warm as various members
of Marshall University sororities and
fraternities came out to support Delta
Zeta in its annual Turtle Tug.
The event is a fundraiser for its philanthropy, The Painted Turtle Camp.
The Painted Turtle was co-founded
by Paul Newman and Page Adler in
1999 and officially opened in 2004.
The summer camp is for chronically
ill children, said Tyler Bradley, junior
biology major and Delta Zeta philanthropy chair.
The funds raised from events pays
for children to go to the Painted
Turtle for one to two weeks over the
summer.
“[The camp] was in the middle of a
forest fire this summer,” Bradley said.
“It had to shut down and couldn’t
open so we are trying to raise as much
as we can so they can reopen for this
upcoming summer.”
Bradley, as well as other members
of Marshall’s Greek community, came
out to support the cause.

The Turtle Tug is a national Delta
Zeta event that consists of teams of
eight. There were nine teams total
that came out for the event Saturday.
The fraternities and sororities that
came out for the event were Alpha Xi
Delta, Alpha Chi Omega, Alpha Sigma
Phi, Alpha Tau Omega, Pi Kappa Alpha, Kappa Alpha Orde, Sigma Tau
Gamma and Delta Chi.
Turtle Tug is a giant game of tug of
war, but the losers pulled into the center fell into a tarp filled with pink and
green Jell-O, Delta Zeta’s colors.
Seth Cameron Patrick, senior
public relations major and philanthropy chair for Kappa Alpha Orde,
said he and his brothers came out
to support their fellow Greek’s
philanthropy.
“It’s a great cause,” Patrick said. “We
really like to support everybody else’s
[philanthropies]. It’s one of the best
ways to do public relations and to get
to know everybody.”
Patrick said he was in charge of organizing his eight-man team for the
event and it was his job to keep every
one motivated.
“We wanted to win, but that didn’t

ANDREA STEELE | THE PARTHENON

Marshall University sorority and fraternity members participate in Delta Zeta’s annual
Turtle Tug on Buskirk Field, Saturday.
happen,” Patrick said. “But we had a
blast and it was a fun day.”
Pi Kappa Alpha and Alpha Chi
Omega were the winning teams and

page designed and edited by SAMUEL SPECIALE | speciale@marshall.edu

each team will receive a $50 gift card
for participating.
Andrea Steele can be contacted at
steele98@marshall.edu.
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Women’s soccer earns hard- Men’s soccer
fought draw on Senior Day battles to tie
with No. 23 Tulsa
By ANDREW HARRISON

THE PARTHENON
On senior day, Marshall University women’s soccer took
to the pitch and tied against
the Tulsa Golden Hurricane
2-2 Sunday. Marshall looked to
rebound from a 1-0 loss to the
Charlotte 49ers.
Marshall started the game
honoring its five seniors, Morgan Cain, Lizzy Lemons, Casey
Walsh, Caroline Harwell and
Kelsey Gault.
When kickoff began, three
minutes into play the Golden
Hurricane struck first in the
goal column with a shot from
four yards out by Tulsa forward
Lana Bermel.
Tulsa took the lead into halftime. At the half Marshall had
out shot the Golden Hurricane
10-3. Not only that, but the
Thundering Herd had a significant edge at the half with
corner kicks six to the Golden
Hurricane nothing. Tulsa was
able to show strength in goal
before half as Tulsa goal keeper
Hayley Harryman saved the ball
four times heading into the half.
“At the end of the day we have
got to get that offensive side
squared away,” Marshall head
coach Kevin Long said. “In the
first half we hit a lot of shots
and only one goal came through
play, that’s the part that has
haunted us.”
In the second half of game
at the 58th minute, junior
midfielder Alyssa Cathey took
control 18-20 yards out and to
the left of the goal. She sent a
ball high into the right corner
of the net that went past Tulsa
goalkeeper Harryman, to tie
the match at one goal apiece.
“Out of the goals she has had

COLUMN

By ANDREW HARRISON

MONTY GREEN | THE PARTHENON

Senior forward Kristine Culicerto advances the ball against a Miami defender Sept. 22.
in her career all of her goals
seem identical,” Long said. “She
has a great little chop, she is a
left footed shot and great uplift
for her with the goal.”
It was Cathey’s second goal
of the season. Marshall was
able to fight back with the goal
from Cathey.
“I think the emotions were

pretty high--its senior day,”
Long said. “The team persevered and stuck it out today.”
Then came the 72nd minute of the match when Jordan
O’Brien for the Hurricane hit a
cross from Alexa Sidorakis inside the six-yard box, that put
the Hurricane up 2-1 in the
game.

The second half continued to
fall somewhat in the Herds favor. As possessions still seemed
to be in control by the Thundering Herd.
Marshall was able to rebound
with a 2-2 equalizer that came
in the 80th minute when Tulsa

See WOMENS| Page 5

THE PARTHENON
The Marshall University
men’s soccer team finished
with a 1-1 draw Saturday
against Conference USA
Tulsa on Hoops Family Field
at Veterans Memorial Soccer
Complex.
Marshall faced a very
tough No. 23 ranked Tulsa
Golden Hurricane team.
With the draw, the Thundering Herd is now 2-8-6 overall
and 0-3-3 against C-USA opponents. The tie has Tulsa at
7-5-3 on the season, with a
2-3-2 record in league play.
This matchup was a back
and forth battle. Tulsa came
in and was the smaller
quicker team, but Marshall
was able to use size and
physicality to push and maneuver the Hurricane team.
“It was a fun game to
watch, maybe not so much
for the coaches,” Marshall
head coach Bob Gray said. “It
was end to end, we had our
share of chances.”
One of the important storylines took place in the goal
for the Herd. Redshirt freshman Bijan Gloston played a
huge role early for the Herd
with three saves in the first
half that kept Tulsa from
taking an early lead over
the Herd. Gloston ended the
game with nine saves. Several tough shots taken by
the Hurricane made it difficult for the newly dubbed
goalkeeper.
“He was the man of the
match for us,” Gray said.

“You know we went with
our gut to start him, he was
great and did well.”
Heading into halftime the
score was tied. Marshall also
had the edge in corner kicks
at the half, as well as shots
were low for both teams.
In the second half at the
84th minute it was no longer
a scoreless game as Quinton
Duncan headed a ball home
off of a corner kick from
Omar Mata to put Tulsa on
top 1-0.
Quickly back on the counter attack Marshall struck a
cross from freshman Daniel
Jodah that found the cleat
of senior co-captain Zach
Hunter who finished the
play with a top strike past
the outstretched arms of
the Golden Hurricane goalie.
Hunter first goal of the season was the equalizer as the
game was notched up at 1-1.
“He is a class act on and off
the field,” Gray said. “It was
great to seem him score on
that goal.”
The game headed into
overtime where both teams
created opportunities but
failed to convert. The game
ended in a draw at 1-1. With
the draw the Thundering
Herd is now 2-8-6 overall
and 0-3-3 against C-USA
opponents.
The Herd will continue league play when it
hosts Kentucky at home
Wednesday.
Andrew Harrison can be
contacted at harrison96@
marshall.edu.

Performance against MTSU Rahal, Der lead volleyball
felt too much like 2012 Herd to 4th straight C-USA win
By MICHAEL CIRCLE

MARCUS CONSTANTINO | THE PARTHENON

MTSU receiver Tavarres Jefferson makes the game-winning catch in the Herd’s 51-49 loss Thursday, Sept.
24 in Murfreesboro, Tenn.
By WILL VANCE

SPORTS EDITOR
As I sat and watched the
Thundering Herd’s 51-49 loss
at Middle Tennessee State at a
less-than-raucous Floyd Field
Thursday (the announced attendance of nearly 20,000
must have been a count of
individual legs in the seats), I
felt like I had been taken back
in time to 2012.
A high-scoring, fast-paced
game where the two teams
combined for 187 plays and
over 1,000 yards of offense?
Check.
A game where it came down
to which team could score
last? Check.
Marshall’s defense suddenly looking lost and out of
the game? Check.

A conference opponent
running rough-shot over the
Herd? Check.
And the Herd letting a team
that it should have handled
easily come away with a huge,
last second win? Unfortunately, check.
The Herd team that played
the Blue Raiders had reverted
back to 2012 form, and that
is a very bad thing. Even in
games that the 2013 version
of the Herd has lost, it hadn’t
fallen into the habits of 2012.
Positives can be drawn from
the improved offensive output that resembled the good
things of 2012, gaining 448
total yards and scoring 51
points, most this season in
Conference USA play. But all
that offense could not make

up for a massive defensive
laps, allowing the Blue Raiders to gain a staggering 585
yards of offense, including 308
yards on the ground. At one
point the Blue Raiders ran the
ball 21 straight times and the
Herd could not seem to slow
them down.
After seeing how much the
defense had improved during
the first half of the season, what
happened in Murfreesboro is
even more shocking. Through
six games, the Herd had held
opponents to 298.2 yards per
game, lowest since 1999. To see
the Herd start the second half of
the season by giving up nearly
twice its average is a very concerning thing.

See FOOTBALL | Page 5

THE PARTHENON
Marshall volleyball coach
Mitch Jacobs is gaining more
bragging rights this week as
his team won its fourth consecutive match. Playing in the
Cam Henderson Center, the
Herd defeated Conference USA
foe Charlotte 3-1 (31-29, 2517, 24-26, 25-23) Saturday to
improve to 13-11 (7-2 C-USA).
“Great to see our girls come
out on top today,” Jacobs said.
“Charlotte did a great job keeping our offense from finding its
rhythm. They moved the serve
around and played great floor
defense.”
Senior outside hitter Laura
Der led the charge for the Herd
and clipped the 1,100 kill mark
for her career with 14 kills
Saturday afternoon. Sacha Byous-McConnell, senior middle
blocker, led the Herd with 19
kills.
It was senior Dorothy Rahal who recorded the greatest
performance of her career,
achieving 31 digs on the day,
tying for ninth all-time with
Maggie Arias for the highest
total in a match in the Herd’s
history. She also climbed to
the second all-time dig ranking
after surpassing 1,500 career
digs.
“Having three seniors and an
experienced setter really gave
us confidence that we could
play through the tough moments,” Jacobs said. “Dorothy
[Rahal] was a warrior for us
and we needed everyone of her
digs today. I can’t remember
the last time she’s been aced.

page designed and edited by WILL VANCE | vance162@marshall.edu
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Senior libero Dorthy Rahal recorded a career-high 3 digs against the
UNC-Charlotte Saturday.
Sacha [Byous-McConnell] and
Der [Laura] had to work very
hard for their kills today but
stayed with it to lead us.”
Early in the first set, the
game played a back-and-forth
style until Marshall took a commanding 12-7 lead. Charlotte

made a long-lived play for the
win when they tied the Herd
at 16, staying even until they
reached 25 all. The first set
ended with a Herd victory of
31-29.

See VBALL | Page 5
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EDITORIAL

Germany, France right to search for answers
Oh, how the tables have turned.
Amid claims the U.S. National Security
Agency monitored German Chancellor
Angela Merkel’s cell phone, German officials will investigate the alleged U.S.
spying.
This is not the first account of U.S. surveillance of Germany. There are a series of
reports that claim the U.S. has been spying on other German politicians for quite
sometime. It’s alleged that Merkel’s cell
phone has been watched for more than
10 years.
Now, Germany is looking for an explanation, and they’re not the only ones.
French officials are also searching for

answers after reports surfaced claiming
the NSA was spying on the Internet and
phone usage of France’s citizens.
And you know what? They should.
Germany and France are long-time allies of the United States. However, our
relationships with the two have been
strained for years, something President
Barack Obama promised to repair, and
we’re really in no position to lose the
support of our European allies. At a time
when we’re dealing with crises such as
the Syrian war, we need our allies closer,
not further from us.
Time and time again the NSA has
found itself in hot water, and now its

transgressions are finally catching up.
The NSA has continued to lose the trust
of the American people, and the world at
large, since the first reports of mass surveillance were released in June.
It was only about a month ago it was revealed that some NSA staff members used
the intelligence to spy on spouses and significant others.
Germany and France are now calling
for an agreement with the U.S. that would
ensure cooperation with each country’s
respective intelligence agencies. The U.S.
should oblige the requests of these important allies. Now is not the time to hold
anything back.

MCT CAMPUS

COLUMN

Quick tips for surviving Marshall
By LACHEL HOUSE

COLUMNIST
Although this is just my sophomore year
at Marshall, I can easily say I've learned quite
a few things in the two and a half semesters
I've been here. I'm sure we'll all walk out of
here with few stories caused by mishaps,
mistakes and misunderstandings, whether
it happened to us or happened to someone
we know. These are just a few things I've
learned thus far. By the way, none of these
lessons were taught in the classroom. With
that being said, here we go.
1. I'm sure you've heard this before, but
seriously, manage your time and money
wisely.
2. If you do laundry on campus, do NOT
pay with quarters. Use Herd Points. It'll save
you money.
3. Rate My Professor will become your
best friend.
4. When it is time to register, be logged on
and ready AT 12 a.m., not 12:01 a.m. That
minute will determine whether you get all
of your classes or not. Trust me.
5. Have a plan B, C and D to follow plan
A. Things have a way of not working out as
they were originally planned, especially in
college.

6. Check your email everyday.
7. Use EZ Borrow. Matter of fact, take
full advantage of all of the library sources.
They're beyond useful.
8. Community style bathrooms, in my
opinion, are not as bad as they seem. Either
that or you just get used to it.
9. No one cares what you did in high
school.
10. If you're running low on cash, but you
need some food, Jimmy John's is the way to
go.
11. Starbucks is a way of life.
12. Naps will quickly become God's daily
gift to you. Take one. Maybe two.
13. On the first day of class, pick a seat and
stay there for the rest of the semester. Don't
mess up the flow by playing musical chairs.
14. Matt James will save your life. He
works at the Student Resource Center. If you
need help with anything, go talk to him.
15. Fat Patty's on Tuesdays. You can't go
wrong with the buy one burger or chicken
sandwich and get one for free deal.
16. Never buy pens. You can get them all
over campus. Literally. The Rec, Welcome
Center, Student Resource Center.
17. The library, at some point in time, will
become essential to your life. It's extremely

relaxing, and you can get a ton of work done
there. Try it out.
18. When it begins to snow, make sure
you watch your step. It can be extra slippery
around campus.
19. If you live on campus, it will take some
time to learn Huntington's TV channels.
20. Starbucks is a way of life. I know, I
already told you that, but I felt the need to
reinforce that.
21. This may seem like common sense,
but go to class. Seriously.
22. You have got to try an omelet at Harless, even if you do not like eggs. It'll be well
worth it.
23. It is very difficult to get into a Humanity and a Spanish course on campus. Do not
be frustrated if you do not get into one the
first time you try.
24. Be sociable. Get to know people.
25. Relax. College can be overwhelming at
times, but do not let it get the best of you.
These are just a few things I have learned
so far. College is a learning experience. Not
only inside of the classroom, but outside, as
well. I cannot wait to continue on my journey of learning here at Marshall.
LaChel House can be contacted at
house13@marshall.edu.

BISHOP NASH
EXECUTIVE EDITOR
nash24@marshall.edu

The Parthenon, Marshall University’s student newspaper, is published
by students Monday through Friday during the regular semester and
Thursday during the summer. The editorial staff is responsible for news
and editorial content.

THE FIRST
AMENDMENT

The Constitution of the
United States of America

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to
peaceably assemble; and to petition the Government for a redress
of grievances.

SAMUEL SPECIALE
NEWS EDITOR
speciale@marshall.edu

CODI MOHR
LIFE! EDITOR
mohr13@marshall.edu

REBECCA STEPHENS
MANAGING EDITOR
stephens107@marshall.edu

WILL VANCE
SPORTS EDITOR
vance162@marshall.edu

TAYLOR STUCK
ASSIGNMENT-COPY EDITOR
stuck7@marshall.edu

CAITLIN KINDER-MUNDAY

ANDREA STEELE

DIGITAL EDITOR
kindermunday@marshall.edu

PHOTO EDITOR
steele98@marshall.edu

CAITIE SMITH
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR
smith1650@marshall.edu

SANDY YORK
FACULTY ADVISOR
sandy.york@marshall.edu

CONTACT US: 109 Communications Bldg.|Marshall University|One John Marshall Drive
Huntington, West Virginia 25755|parthenon@marshall.edu|@MUParthenon
page designed and edited by REBECCA STEPHENS | stephens107@marshall.edu

YOU CAN BE HERD
What is your favorite Halloween
activity?

Which new movie release are you
most excited for?

Carving pumpkins
Haunted houses
Costume parties

“12 Years A Slave”
“Carrie”
“The Fifth Estate”

21%
43%
36%

Voice your opinion. It is your right. Answer our poll at
www.marshallparthenon.com or tweet us your answer at @MUParthenon.

COLUMN

It’s personal — not politics
By STEVE SPRIGGS

THE SACRAMENTO BEE (MCT)
“You need to get to Sacramento now. Your son was
hit by a car on his bicycle.
All I know is that he is alive,
that he had emergency brain
surgery and that he is in intensive care.”
These are words that no
parent can prepare for.
It turned out that a 16-yearold driver had run a red light
at 50 miles per hour. That was
back in 2010 when our son
Matthew was 22.
Today Matt has two metal
plates in his skull and suffers
from symptoms of the traumatic brain injury. His lower
leg was reconstructed using donor cadaver bone and
multiple titanium rods and
wires to hold it all together.
Five disks in his lumbar spine
are severely damaged, but
doctors say he is too young
to have the discs surgically
fused.
Matt lives with constant
pain and his future will require extensive medical care
and additional surgery. To
date, his injuries have cost
hundreds of thousands of dollars. I am fortunate to have
employer-provided health insurance that covers my wife
and son at a reasonable additional cost.
My son would have been
dropped from my policy when
he graduated from college,
but the Affordable Care Act
allowed him to stay on our
policy until his 26th birthday. Without it, we would be
bankrupt today. Matt turns 26
in April and will be dropped
from my policy.
For decades the congressional Republicans have done
nothing to restrict insurance
companies from insuring only
healthy people. The rest of us
continue to pay dearly when
hospital emergency rooms
provide basic health care for
everyone else.
Covered California provides my son with many
insurance choices that exist
nowhere else. As a father, I
am relieved that my son now
has a way to avoid becoming
a burden upon society when
I am gone.
The ACA may not be perfect,

but it gives us hope that our
son has a shot at a future
with basic health care, less
pain and fewer limitations.
Yet there is a vocal group of
petulant Republican congressmen doing everything
in their power to delay, defund and ultimately destroy
what they disparagingly call
“Obamacare.”
These reckless ideologues
have shown that they are
willing to bring down our
government and to crash the
world’s financial systems
in order to keep millions
of American citizens uninsured. These self-described
“Christian
Conservatives”
offer nothing constructive
(or Christian) to address the
problems that have been destroying families for decades.
These regressive efforts are
not for the greater good. This
obsessive desire to undermine and kill the Affordable
Care Act is not rational and
it is not patriotic. These extremist representatives are
trying to harm my family in a
very direct and personal way.
It is just plain immoral.
My
own
congressman
wanted to appear reasonable,
so he recently labeled tea
party Republicans as “lemmings.” But contrary to his
words, he voted in lockstep
with his radical colleagues
more than 40 times to prevent my son from having
a healthy future. And he is
fine with shutting down the
government and threatening
the world’s fiscal stability to
prevent my son from having
health insurance. He says that
he is doing this for our own
good.
Rep. Devin Nunes, you are
wrong. Your efforts to obstruct pending laws that you
do not like may be understandable in a purely political
sense. But your incessant attempts to undermine a legally
enacted and court-tested statute that protects my son (and
millions of others) from a life
of pain and poverty are unforgivable. You provide no viable
alternative and seem content
to let our families suffer.
This is not political to us.
This is personal. This is my
son’s future.

GUIDELINES FOR SENDING LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Please keep letters to the editor at 300 words or fewer. They
must be saved in Microsoft
Word and sent as an attachment. Longer letters may be
used as guest columns at the
editor’s discretion. Guest column status will not be given at
the author’s request. All letters
must be signed and include an
address or phone number for
confirmation. Letters may be
edited for grammar, libelous
statements, available space
or factual errors. Compelling

letters that are posted on The
Parthenon website, www.marshallparthenon.com, can be
printed at the discretion of the
editors.
The opinions expressed in
the columns and letters do
not necessarily represent the
views of The Parthenon staff.
Please send news releases
to the editors at parthenon@
marshall.edu. Please keep
in mind, letters are printed
based on timeliness, newsworthiness and space.
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Continued from Page 2
administration last week, Issa
charged that the problems
stemmed from a “political decision,” so users wouldn’t get
upset about prices. Democrats
have said Issa is twisting the
facts.
Sebelius is to testify
Wednesday before the House
Energy
and
Commerce
Committee. Rep. Marsha
Blackburn, R-Tenn., vice chairman of that committee, said
Sunday that she wants to
know how much money has
been spent already, and how
much it will take to get it
working correctly.
“We want her to talk with
us before she is out the door,”
Blackburn said on “Fox News
Sunday.” “But I tell you, the
incompetence in building this
website is staggering.”
Sen. John Barrasso. R-Wyo.,
mentioning a “Saturday Night
Live” skit that had Sebelius’
mock advice to citizens trying
to navigate the website, said on
ABC’s “This Week” that Sebelius was “the laughingstock of
America.”
Last week, Sebelius said:
“The majority of people calling
for me to resign, I would say,
are people who I don’t work
for and who do not want this
program to work in the first
place.”
“I’m a taxpayer, she works
for me, she’s a public servant,” said Rep. John Fleming,
R-La., who has called for her
resignation. Speaking on
CNN’s “State of the Union,”
he said Sebelius is “obviously
not taking accountability for
this.”
Democrats, while also expressing disappointment in
the rollout, said the Republican hunt for a scapegoat
was just a distraction from
the job of getting the website
working.
“I think she should stay,
and I think she will get the
job done,” Sen. Joe Manchin,
D-W.Va., said on ABC’s “This
Week.” Manchin has called
for a one-year delay in the
part of the law that imposes
a tax penalty on people who
don’t sign up for health
insurance.
Kentucky Gov. Steve Beshear, a Democrat, said his
state-run exchange has been
successful so far and promises to be a turning point
in healthcare for his state,
which he says consistently
has some of the poorest
health statistics in the country. He said on NBC’s “Meet
the Press” that news media
and critics should “take a
deep breath.”
“Look, this is going to take
some time to get done, but
everybody needs to chill out
because it is going to work,”
he said.

WOMENS

Continued from Page 3
was called for a handball inside the box, and then junior
forward Myka DeMarco converted the penalty kick for her
team-leading sixth goal of the
season.
When the two conference
foes went into two extra periods of battle, neither team
could find a golden goal and
the match ended in a draw. The
Hurricane still leads the alltimes series.
“We knew coming into today’s game we needed a win
out of one of these games,”
Long said. “We go to FIU who is
tops in the conference, they’re
good.”
The Herd will head to Miami Thursday to face Florida
International University in the
team’s final regular season
match.
Andrew Harrison can be
contacted at harrison96@
marshall.edu.
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Lil Joe the manatee fattens up; is he ready for the wild?
By KEVIN SPEAR

ORLANDO SENTINAL (MCT)
Lil Joe the wayward manatee is fat
and happy after being rescued a year
ago from the Little Econ River. The
25-year-old sea cow dines on 120
heads of lettuce a day and has gained
400 pounds while being taken care of
at SeaWorld Orlando.
The question is whether he’s well
enough to be released. Sporting a big,
round belly, Joe is in good physical
shape but doesn’t seem to have what it
takes to mentally survive the wild.
“If that’s making anybody nervous,
then maybe there’s a reason,” said
Monica Ross, a behavioral ecologist
with Sea to Shore Alliance, which monitors the travels and health of manatees
brought in for rehabilitation and then
released.
Often the center of attention, Lil Joe
may have been seen by more people
than any other manatee. He was rescued as an orphan near Daytona Beach;
bottle-fed by President George H.W.
Bush; sent to live in San Diego, Cincinnati and Tampa; released into the wild
in 2011; and was rescued again a year
ago — skin and bones — from the most
unlikely place, the Little Econlockhatchee River east of Orlando.
Manatee caretakers know it’s Lil
Joe because of the “R5” that had been
freeze-branded on his neck.

REED

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
has final authority for whether to keep
a manatee in captivity. But the detailed
decision making is done by the Manatee Rehabilitation Partnership, whose
members include government agencies, environmental groups, aquariums
and zoos.
Ross said Lil Joe, though in dramatically better shape than a year ago, has
not yet been declared medically fit for
living in the wild. When that happens,
the partnership must vote on whether
he should be put back into the St. Johns
River.
There’s already been discussion
among partnership members that Lil Joe
may be better off in captivity for the rest
of his life, Ross said, because the manatee missed out on critical rearing by his
mother that would have left him better
able to find food and refuge during cold
weather.
Soon after his release at Blue Spring
in Volusia County in early 2011, he
quickly became stressed by cold water
and was brought back into to captivity
for rehab.
He was released again later in the
year, survived the winter but wound
up swimming from the St. Johns River
up the storm-swollen Econlockhatchee
River and Little Econ River to Blanchard
Park in east Orange County.
Along the way, he ate river litter such

Continued from Page 1
“And I really like rock. It’s party stuff, dance
stuff and R&B stuff that we all grew up on and
loved. But I wanted something that would engage you mentally, that you could listen to on
another level. I just thought that would be the
perfect thing in rock ‘n’ roll. That 10 years from
now you could still listen to one of my albums

UPDATES

Continued from Page 1
Digital learning in classrooms has also expanded in recent years.
Large flat panel televisions have been installed so students can get more of a visual
appeal of what they are learning.
Tidebreak is also a program available to
faculty and students so they are able to collaborate through the use of their computer screens
in the classroom.
Students are able to work in groups and see
what is happening on multiple computers at
once. They are also given the option to edit one
another’s work and decide what they choose to
share in the group.
The IT department is working to standardize
all of the classrooms so the technology updates
are available to everyone.
According to Jody Perry, executive director

FOOTBALL

Continued from Page 3
It should be said that the Blue Raiders are
a dangerous opponent for anyone in C-USA,
but the Herd should have won that game.
Hopefully the loss will motivate the team going down the stretch and the lapse to 2012
form was only a road aberration.
The schedule is favorable for the Herd
to bounce back. The Herd plays its next
two games at home against C-USA bottom

VBALL

Continued from Page 3
In their second set, Marshall began with
an early 8-3 lead. Without allowing their momentum to shift, the Herd forced Charlotte
into a timeout at 17-13, and into another
timeout after Charlotte made a four-point
rally. By the end of set number two, Charlotte had become unable to match Marshall’s
points, dropping them to a second-set defeat
at 25-17.
With the third set’s beginning, Marshall
looked poised to win another, carrying a lead
of 6-1, but the 49ers had other plans. After
forcing Marshall to a timeout, ahead 17-13, the

RED HUBER | ORLANDO SENTINEL | MCT

Lil' Joe the manatee floats among
clumps of lettuce in the recovery pool at
Sea World Orlando Oct. 18.
as rope and upholstery, but not nearly
enough aquatic vegetation. His weight
plunged, leaving his skin wrinkled and
folded. In September last year, he became the first manatee rescued from
the shallow Little Econ River.
The 10-foot, 8-inch animal was taken
to SeaWorld weighing 1,010 pounds
and having a girth of 7 feet, 3 inches. He
now tips the scale at 1,405 pounds and
has a girth of 9 feet, 2 inches.

because it wasn’t just a party record, but something that would engage you emotionally,
intellectually, if not spiritually, on the level that
a novel can. And because you also have music going on, you could do something that no
other form could do, especially if someone is
listening on headphones. You could really get
their attention and really take them someplace.
You’re joining the voice in their head with your
voice-there’s no one else there.”
of technological services, the IT department
hopes to make the technology provided in the
classrooms easy for everyone to use. He offers
a two-hour training course throughout the semester for faculty to learn to use the equipment
and become more comfortable with it.
Improvements in the technology in classrooms have been a combined effort at
Marshall.
“This is not just an IT endeavor,” Perry
said. “We manage the classrooms and keep
up with everything that is going on in the
classrooms, but it is collaborative effort between academic affairs and the president’s
office and IT.”
Perry said in the future students can look
forward to the same type of equipment in
classrooms but it will be newer, prettier and
faster.
Alyssa Simon can be reached at simon26@
marshall.edu.

POLLAK

Lil Joe is hanging out with a couple of
youngster manatees, eating five cases
of romaine lettuce daily — there are 24,
restaurant-grade heads in each case.
How does a manatee pack on 400
pounds eating lettuce? Steve Lehr,
assistant curator of mammals at SeaWorld, said the animals take a week or
so to digest a meal.
“They get every bit of nutrition out of
it,” Lehr said.

Continued from Page 1
Pollak hosts the “Kevin
Pollak’s Chat Show,” in
which he conducts in-depth
interviews with various celebrities. Recent interviews
include Ben Folds and Ken
Marino.
Kevin Pollak will perform at
7:30 p.m. Tickets are free for
full-time students and vary

based on seating section for
the public.
Tickets can be purchased
through the Joan C. Edwards
Performing Arts Center
by picking them up at the
box office or calling 304696-3326. Tickets are also
available on Ticketmaster.
com.
Zach Haught can be
contacted at haught36@
marshall.edu.

feeders Southern Miss (0-7) and UAB (2-5)
and has played well at Joan C. Edwards stadium so far this season.
The 2012 Herd may have had exciting games
and sexy stat lines, but it ended in a disappointing 5-7 record and questions of how good the
team really could have been. This season’s edition needs to shake off a bad game and right
the 2013 ship that had so far set a much better
course.
Will Vance can be contacted at vance162@
marshall.edu.

49ers kept things even and bested the Herd
with a 26-24 win.
Finally in the fourth set, the Herd took another opening lead at 7-3 but was unable to
remain momentous, giving the 49ers three
unanswered points. Marshall forced another
timeout as they were down 17-13, trying to
rally the troops, but fell to 22-17. In a gapbridging finish, Charlotte scored six of the last
nine points, but it was the Herd who came out
of the dog pile with the ball, winning 25-23.
The Herd will next take on West Virginia University in Morgantown, W.Va., Tuesday for the
Golden Ball.
Michael Circle can be contacted at circle@
marshall.edu.
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Michael Fassbender continues to look for his big breakthrough
By STEVEN ZEITCHIK

LOS ANGLES TIMES (MCT)
This movie season, Michael
Fassbender seems to keep getting lectured on the ways of the
world by an unlikely teacher.
The German-born, Irelandraised actor plays cruel plantation
owner Epps in the period drama
“12 Years a Slave,” in which Brad
Pitt, as a morally scrupulous carpenter, admonishes him that a
more enlightened way of thinking
is about to leave him in the dust.
And as the in-over-his-head
lead character in Friday’s release “The Counselor,” Ridley
Scott’s drug-trafficking thriller
based on Cormac McCarthy’s
first original screenplay, Fassbender is a lawyer set straight
by Pitt’s world-weary smuggler.
“Brad seems to be telling me
like it is a lot lately,” Fassbender
said with a laugh. “I don’t seem
to listen.”
All that screen time with
one of the world’s most famous people highlights the
trust filmmakers have these
days in the by-his-instincts
Fassbender. Yet the pairing
simultaneously throws into relief how the 36-year-old actor
continues to live in a kind of Alist shadow.
Despite potential career-making turns as a coolly composed
young Magneto in “X-Men: First
Class” and a candid android in
Scott’s “Prometheus” the last
few years, Fassbender hasn’t
exactly become a household
name. Yet he still manages to
land some of the juiciest roles in
moviedom.

KERRY BROWN | MCT

Director Ridley Scott (left)
discusses a scene with Michael
Fassbender (center) and Javier
Bardem (right) on the set of "The
Counselor."
Steve McQueen has cast him
in all three of his films, including IRA prison tale “Hunger” and
sex-addiction drama “Shame,”
and Fassbender has regularly
worked with directorial royalty
like Quentin Tarantino and David
Cronenberg. Fassbender often
elicits critical praise — the Los
Angeles Times’ Kenneth Turan
said he “mesmerize(d)” as Carl
Jung in Cronenberg’s “A Dangerous Method” in 2011 — yet has
never been nominated for an
Oscar.
In “The Counselor,” Fassbender plays as an unnamed,
smooth-talking attorney. Deeply
in love with his fiancee (Penelope Cruz), he decides to try to

TODAY IN THE LIFE

WEEKEND BOX OFFICE
1. "Bad Grandpa" | $32 million

2. "Gravity" | $20.3 million

3. "Captain Phillips" | $11.8
million

4. "The Counselor" | $8 million

5. "Cloudy with a Chance of
Meatballs 2" | $6.1 million

CRIME AND PUNISHMENT

Chris Brown and a bodyguard were arrested
Sunday morning and charged with felony
assault after the two allegedly attacked a
man outside the W Hotel in downtown
Washington D.C. CNN reports an altercation between Brown and alleged victim
Isaac Adams Parker as Brown attempted
to take a photo with a fan. The bodyguard
stepped between the two, punched Parker
in the face and pulled Brown toward his
nearby tour bus. The arrest could result in
legal consequence for Brown because he
is serving probation for the felony domestic
violence conviction related to a 2009 incident with former girlfriend Rihanna.

make an even better life for the
couple than his upper-middle
class profession allows and orchestrates a drug-smuggling
deal. He’s soon foiled by unexpected forces, and the walls
begin to close in.
“To me this is a story of
greed, a man who’s living a
good life but wants an even
better one,” Fassbender said.
Though the movie has received
some negative advance wordof-mouth and appears headed
for the box-office cliff, it shows
Fassbender in one of his signature acting poses: suave and
swaggering with flashes of vulnerability, searingly intense but
not prone to wild displays of

emotion.
“There’s an arrogance to
the counselor I really wanted
to tap into, someone who’s
really stupid but thinks he’s
smarter than he is,” he said.
“Which is not that different
from Epps, who’s really not intelligent by any stretch of the
imagination.”
If the roles, which Fassbender shot in succession over
the last 18 months, provided
the actor with a sort of pair of
id companion pieces, film fans
might find in the combination something more akin to
a cinematic antidote. People
who walked out of “12 Years”
angry at just how brutally his

character treats his slaves will
see Fassbender get his comeuppance in “The Counselor,”
where his selfishness leads to a
horribly painful fate.
Fassbender has a kind of turnit-on intensity that’s in stark
contrast to the so-called method
approach favored by a number
of other dramatic actors (think
Daniel Day-Lewis’ living as Abraham Lincoln to play the 16th
president in Steven Spielberg’s
2012 film). He has developed a
reputation for doing things like
joking around with the crew,
then snapping into the scene.
“Michael is blessed with a great
crystal intuition. He’ll say, ‘I don’t
want to practice; I just want to do

it,’” Scott said. “And five minutes
later he’s giving you a fantastic
scene. It’s like watching Federer
or Nadal. You don’t know how
they do it. You just like watching
it.”
On the set of the sex-addiction drama “Shame,” several
costars, including Carey Mulligan, described a man who
could have been mistaken for
one of the crew before takes;
in one scene he even took
a quick tequila shot before
transforming into a tortured
man grimly exorcising sexual
demons.
(Don’t be fooled by the
transformations, he said;
those intense scenes can overwhelm him. In one particularly
difficult “12 Years” moment,
he recalled, he became so invested he briefly passed out.
And in “Counselor,” he found
himself unexpectedly breaking down crying during a
scene where a jefe is telling
him what’s about to befall him.
“It just happened. I’m still not
sure how,” he said.)
Fassbender’s style with
interviewers has a similar switch-flipping quality.
The actor spends much of
the conversation in earnest
analysis of his characters’ motivations. But he bursts out in
comedic song after saying he
and McQueen may next collaborate on a musical (really)
before quickly going back to
discussing the sociology of the
antebellum South and how a
man’s psyche might be affected
by slave ownership.

REED'S FINAL SONG
Singer-songwriter
and frontman
for the Velvet
Underground,
Lou Reed, died
Sunday
from
complications following a liver
transplant
in May.
Reed,
who
was 71,
S. VLASIC | ABACA PRESS | MCT
is best
known
for songs such as “Sweet Jane,”
“I’m Sticking With You,” “Sunday Morning” and “Heroin.”
The the musician fronted the alternative and underground rock
group making albums both with
the Velvet Underground and as a
solo artist. “I’ve always thought
that if you thought of all of it as
a book then you have the Great
American Novel, every record
as a chapter,” Reed said in an
interview with “Rolling Stone”
in 1987. “They’re all in chronological order. You take the whole
thing, stack it and listen to it in
order, there’s my Great American
Novel.”
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